Roy Bodden – Abstract

The Role of the Public Intellectual in a Small Face-to-Face to Society.

The term public intellectual is not one which is broadly understood in Caymanian society. There are several reasons for this, not least of which is that Caymanian society per se, is strictly speaking ,not a society which places great importance on intellectual achievements.. It is rather a society which  places an almost absolute importance on personal economic status and wealth accumulation , often to the exclusion of altruism and the common good.

 

In this paper the author posits that this veneer of personal wealth and economic superiority is wafer thin and once the facade is scratched the weaknesses in our society becomes obvious. The paper begins by providing a few brief definitions of what is meant by the term public intellectual. From this discussion the reader is then introduced to an abbreviated history of the origin of public intellectuals.

 

The central idea of the paper focuses on the role public intellectuals play in small developing societies such as the Cayman Islands. It is posited that central to this role is the promotion of what public intellectuals themselves describe as "the common good." ".The common good ", according to Robert Reich (2019:18) has to do with our shared values about what we owe one another as citizens who are bound together in the same society...is a moral attitude. It recognizes that we're all in it together. If there is no common good, there is no society.".
 

 In conclusion, the paper poses and then answers the seminal question regarding whether public intellectuals have an influential role to play in societies such as the Cayman Islands.
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